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Notice of Preparation 

Date: October 4, 2019 

To: Office of Planning and Research, Responsible and Trustee Agencies, and Interested Parties 

From: City of Fremont, Planning Division 

Subject: Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report for the Morrison Canyon Road Traffic 

Safety Project (PWC8981) 

The City of Fremont (City) will be the Lead Agency and will prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the 

City-sponsored project described below. We request comments from the public and public agencies regarding the 

scope and content of the EIR.  

Pursuant to Section 15060(d) of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, the City’s 

preliminary review of the proposed project indicates that an EIR will be required for the project and accordingly, the 

City is moving directly to preparation of an EIR, omitting preparation of an Initial Study.   

Project Title: Morrison Canyon Road Traffic Safety Project 

Project Applicant: City of Fremont, Public Works Department 

Project Location: As shown in the Project Area Map, (Attachment 1), the proposed project would include the 

approximately 0.8-mile portion of Morrison Canyon Road in the City of Fremont (Niles Quadrangle. Township 4S, 

Range 1W, Sections 22 and 23), located immediately east of the intersection of Morrison Canyon Road and Ridge 

Terrace (“Proposed Western/Bottom Closure”) to a location immediately west of the intersection of Morrison 

Canyon Road and Vargas Road (“Proposed Eastern/Top Closure”).  

Existing Conditions: Morrison Canyon Road (the Road) is a one-lane, bi-directional road that connects Mission 

Boulevard to Vargas Road. The Road primarily provides access to the rural hillside properties in the Morrison 

Canyon and Vargas Road areas. The roadway has been historically a dirt/gravel trail that has received a chip seal 

maintenance treatment over the years, as necessary. In the project area, the Road is a winding, approximately nine-

foot wide road at its narrowest point. The Road cuts through steep slopes that have often resulted in closures due to 

erosion and landslides.   

Bi-directional automobile traffic has recently increased along the Road and associated routes, as weekday 

commuters have sought to avoid traffic along Interstate 680 and/or Mission Boulevard. Given the narrow, winding 

nature of the Road, this increase in automobile trips has contributed to a considerable increase in two-way vehicle 

conflicts, especially because many sections lack width for two cars to pass by each other, often requiring one vehicle 

to reverse to make space. The increased automobile traffic also presents additional safety concerns for pedestrians 

and bicyclists, who frequent the Road to access Vargas Plateau Regional Park, which is accessible from a location 

east of Vargas Road. 

On October 16, 2018, the City of Fremont approved a temporary closure of the Road, which became effective 

November 17, 2018. The temporary closure includes signage and barricades indicating the roadway access 

restrictions, and allows continued access for emergency response vehicles, emergency access for local residents 

within the rural hill area, and non-vehicular uses (pedestrian and bicycle). This temporary closure, which is currently 

active, is achieved through the use of flexible plastic barricades that are mountable by most automobiles and 

navigable for pedestrians and bicyclists. 

The City has preliminarily identified the following objectives for the temporary closure: 

1) Eliminate the use of Morrison Canyon Road and Vargas Road as a commuter traffic route.



mailto:broth@fremont.gov
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Written Comments Received for the  
Morrison Canyon Road Traffic Safety Project (PWC8981) 

Notice of Preparation 

Comment #1 

From: Kathy Heinze  
Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2019 9:07 AM 
To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Morrison Canyon Drive Closure 

Dear Bill, 

I’m very happy to hear the road will be permanently closed. The road is too narrow, it will cut down on the commuter 
cut through traffic, and will prevent people illegally dump trash in the canyon.  

This is the only road improvement underway I totally support. The lane diets and other methods are doing nothing to 
address the commuter cut through traffic and not addressing the increase population growth by all the multi units being 
built which will not address low income housing needs.  

I would like to see Fremont be more creative and address the cut through traffic. Reducing the width of lanes do not 
help the aging population who live here. They struggle with the wide turns and are becoming a hazard and more crashes 
will happen.  

Thank you!  Close Morrison Canyon Dr is greatly appreciated! 

Kathy  



Comment #2 
 

From: jose  

Sent: Monday, October 14, 2019 11:17 AM 

To: Bill Roth 

Subject: PWC8981 - Closure of Morrison Canyon Road 

I fully support the closure of Morrison Canyon Road as described in the "Notice of Preparation" that I just got in 

the mail. 

 

Furthermore, I suggest to allow and promote the cyclist traffic in the same road to alleviate such traffic on Niles 

Canyon.  Cyclist traffic in Niles Canyon is very dangerous and a sure recipe for accidents that can be 

prevented with this simple action. 

 

With my consideration, 

 

Jose Alvarellos 

 
  



Comment #3 
From: Craig Wood  

Sent: Monday, October 14, 2019 3:59 PM 

To: Bill Roth 

Subject: Input for EIR, Morrison Canyon Traffic Safety Project 

City of Fremont, Planning Division 
Attn: Bill Roth, Senior Planner 
39550 Liberty Street, PO Box 5006 
Fremont, CA 94537 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide input for the Environmental Impact Report for the Morrison Canyon Road 

Traffic Safety Project (PWC8981). 

I have lived at 551 Maar Place for the past fourteen years.  My backyard looks directly up Morrison Canyon and I can see 

and hear traffic headed up the road.   I also walk up the canyon frequently, so I have first-hand knowledge of traffic on 

Morrison Canyon Road (MCR). 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Noise: 

The MCR speed surveys prior to October 16, 2018 significantly underestimated traffic speed at the base of the hill.  

Many of the late afternoon cut-through drivers would loudly accelerate to high speeds at the bottom of the hill, often 

screeching tires as they hit the curves farther up the hill.   Auto near-misses with pedestrians and cyclists were frequent 

but probably not usually reported to police. 

Through-traffic on MCR is now a small fraction of the October 2018 volumes, and the speed of the now offending 

vehicles seems much slower.   The lower speeds and volumes of traffic significantly decrease the chances of a tragic solo 

accident or collisions between autos and pedestrians or cyclists.  Traffic noise of sharp acceleration at the bottom of the 

hill is now almost non-existent. 

The temporary barriers on MCR at Ridge Terrace and at Vargas Road are an impediment to traffic, but an even more 

robust solution might curb further offenders. 

The signs currently in place at the bottom of the hill advising that the road is “closed ahead” are unclear  to some drivers 

about exactly where the last turnaround opportunity really is, and these drivers continue up the hill and then try to turn 

around.   Turning around on MCR at Ridge Terrace is dangerous and almost impossible.   The signage at the bottom of 

the hill implies but does not explicitly state that the last turnaround opportunity is HERE, at the bottom of the hill.  Some 

type of painted round-a-bout where turnaround is desired, along with different signage might keep more drivers from 

ascending up the hill. 

Wildfire: 

Morrison Canyon naturally contains one of the highest concentrations of flammable, dry brush anywhere east of the city 

of Fremont.   Closing MCR to through-traffic significantly reduces traffic volume and therefore wildfire dangers for 

populated areas, particularly when we have the Diablo (east) winds. 

Hydrology and Water Quality: 

Illegal dumping continued along lower Morrison Canyon (below Ridge Terrace) after October, 2018, but at a slightly 

lower frequency.   Illegal dumping along mid- MCR between Ridge Terrace and Vargas Road is significantly reduced since 

October, 2018.   The illegal dumping frequently appears to be construction materials (e.g. containers of paint, caulking), 

sometimes in liquid form, and these materials soak into the soil and sometimes reach the bottom of the canyon where 

there is running water.   This pollution could taint wells at the bottom of the hill, or flow directly into the SF 

Bay.   Hopefully permanent closure of MCR will reduce this illegal dumping even more. 

Transportation 



There has been major construction at the very end of MCR over the past few months.  This construction has brought 

significantly increased volumes of large trucks and heavy equipment onto Vargas Road.   I’m not certain what is being 

constructed, but permanent closure of Morrison Canyon Road will ensure that any future construction or commercial 

traffic will stay away from the dangerous conditions on lower and mid-Morrison Canyon Road. 

Craig Wood 
551 Maar Place, Fremont, CA 



Comment #4 

From: Rod Schurman  

Sent: Friday, October 18, 2019 11:06 AM 

To: Bill Roth 

Subject: Morrison Canyon Traffic Safety Project, PWC 8981, EIR 

Hi Bill, 

We received the Notice of Preparation and request for comments on the subject EIR. The subject area is 

outside of USD’s Service Area and Sphere of Influence, and USD has no facilities that will be impacted by 

the road closure. As such, USD has no issues with the project. 

Regards, 

Rod Schurman, P.E. 
Technical Services Engineer 
Customer Service 
Direct (510) 477-7617 
Fax to email (510) 477-7317 

Union Sanitary District 
5072 Benson Rd., Union City, CA 94587-2508 
(510) 477-7500  www.unionsanitary.ca.gov

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.unionsanitary.ca.gov&data=02%7C01%7Cbroth%40fremont.gov%7Ced4fbabd76d04b5d0c7908d753f5d35b%7C5892fd66e8274bcb85a07cba761472b8%7C0%7C0%7C637070187592943883&sdata=OFlfE3vwEdBiYAQZdksrUZswUyAJRUCJA%2BSRck1M%2FVA%3D&reserved=0


Comment #5 

VARGAS RANCH 

41256 VARGAS RD. 

FREMONT CA. 94539 

FM: Pamela Lopez, Abel Vargas, John Vargas, Michele Whitfield 

TO: Bill Roth, Senior Planner, City of Fremont 

Subj:  Response to EIR report for Morrison Canyon Road Traffic Safety Project   (PWC8981) 

Greetings Mr. Roth.  The purpose of this letter is to provide the City with the Vargas family’s feedback 

concerning the planned closure of Morrison Canyon Road.  Our family continues to completely oppose 

the decision to permanently close Morrison Canyon Rd. to Vargas Rd. & Morrison Canyon Rd. 

residents, as this access is essential for the health and safety of those of us who live in this area. This is the 

resident’s most direct route to public safety facilities such as police, fire and hospitals. 

Our first preference would be for the City to allow for local access from Morrison Canyon to Vargas Rd 

for residents of those roads, irrespective of how this is implemented.  However, should the proposal for 

permanent closure be implemented, it is imperative that residents of Vargas and Morrison Canyon roads 

be allowed to use these roads in times of emergencies such as Vargas Road being closed due to inclement 

weather or falling trees.  This must also extend to personal emergencies such as getting to a local hospital 

in a more expedient manner.  This is in addition to providing access to emergency response vehicles.   

Finally, if residents of the two roads are allowed to use the road in emergency situations, this information 

needs to be communicated to the general public to avoid any misunderstanding. 

We appreciate this opportunity to provide comments on this project. 

Sincerely,  

Pamela Lopez, Abel Vargas, John Vargas, Michele Whitfield 



Comment #6 

From: Jay Underwood  

Sent: Monday, October 21, 2019 11:04 AM 

To: Bill Roth; Hans Larsen; Noe Veloso 
Subject: Morrison Canyon Road NOP 

Hi Bill, 

I wanted to make sure I commented with my family's support of the Morrison Canyon Road safety project.  The road is 
behind our back fence, and we have seen a huge difference in amount of traffic since the closure, there are now 
noticeably fewer cars driving up the hill.   

As a cyclist, hiker, and father of small child, I greatly appreciate the efforts of the city to make this area safer.  Frankly, 
when the road was still open to traffic, I felt like it was just a matter of time until one of the drivers hit someone on the 
hill.  The altercations between the angry drivers, who were often speeding, and the pedestrians also worried me since 
those situations seemed quite volatile in nature.   

I appreciate the efforts from you and your team, also from Hans and Noe, who I know have worked a lot on this as 
well.  One suggestion would be to post some kind of "penalty" sign or number we can call to report abusers, as I still see 
folks drive right over the barricades onto the closed section from time to time.  I'm not sure that will stop that level of 
brashness, but at least maybe they will think twice or empower the hikers/bikers to report the abuse. 

Thank you for undertaking this, please let us know if there is anything we can do to help. 

Best regards, 
Jay Underwood 
457 Maar Ave, Fremont, CA 94536 



Comment #7 

From: Assis Hou 

Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2019 3:03 PM 

To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Keep Morrison Canyon Rd Safe 

Hi Bill, 
Please keep Morrison Canyon Rd closed for cars. I ride my bike at Morrison Canyon Rd after work all the time. Since it 
was closed to cars I feel way safer to ride my bike and don't need to worry about getting pushed off the cliff by cars. The 
road is just too narrow for cars. There is literally no room for cars to pass by pedestrians and cyclists. Please keep it 
closed for cars. 

Thanks! 

-- 
Hou 



Comment #8 

From: Larry Plaza  

Sent: Friday, October 25, 2019 11:32 PM 
To: Bill Roth 

Subject: Morrison Canyon road 

I live near Pickering & Canyon heights. I have used Morrison Canyon road both before it was closed and now after. 
Once while hiking uphill a car came downhill. I stood near the edge of the roadway closest to the ravine/creek. 

It was a moderately close fit. The driver kept watching the uphill side of his car as he inched by me but by giving more 
than adequate clearance for his uphill side he was squeezing the space i had to stand in. Ultimately by the time his side 
mirror came by i was standing on the little bit of asphalt curb. 

Then the curb crumbled and i slid downhill . I held my position but could not get myself back up, the dropoff is too steep. 
Finally the driver grabbed my hand and with my struggling i got back on the road. 

That was to be the last time for me on Morrison Canyon. Until it was blocked to thru traffic. Now i enjoy it again, just up 
there today! 

Please continue to block thru traffic and let the walkers & bicyclists enjoy the peace and nature so near to us. 

Thank you, 
 Larry Plaza 



Comment #9 

From: Ed & Monika  

Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2019 8:11 AM 
To: Bill Roth 

Subject: Morrison Canyon Road 

Dear Mr. Roth, 

Morrison Canyon road is dangerous for vehicles and wonderful for hikers.  It's such a great place to exercise and get in 
touch with nature - such a plus for Fremont. 

Please keep the road closed to vehicles. 

Monika Lee 
678 San Carlos Ct. 
Fremont 



Comment #10    

October 24, 2019 

City of Fremont, Planning Division 
Attn: Bill Roth, Senior Planner 
39550 Liberty Street, P.O. Box 5006 
Fremont, CA 94537 

Via email: broth@fremont.gov 

RE:   Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report for the Morrison Canyon Road Traffic Safety Project 
(PWC8981) 

Morrison Canyon Road was temporarily closed nearly one year ago primarily in response to safety concerns due to 
increased vehicle traffic on this narrow road.  The road is extremely narrow in places making it very difficult for two 
vehicles to pass.  The roadway is also used for pedestrians and cyclists to access Vargas Plateau Regional Park.  Trying to 
mix all these users on this narrow roadway is a challenging and potentially dangerous mix.    

Closure of Morrison Canyon Road to private vehicles, while allowing it to remain open to pedestrian and bicycle uses is 
generally a welcome idea.   However, road closure to private vehicles restricts residents of Fremont and other nearby 
cities from access to the Vargas Plateau Regional Preserve parking lot.  It is unlikely these residents will travel all the way 
around via I-680 to access Vargas Plateau.   

Park visitation is at all time highs and the population of the City is growing.  Vargas Plateau Regional Preserve is a nearby 
resource.   Please ensure the EIR transportation/traffic analysis give serious consideration to park access for residents 
west of the canyon (e.g. Fremont, Union City, Newark).    

Ideally  we want to encourage visitation by non-vehicular modes to reduce GHG/VMT, that requires viable options be 
available.   Is there easy, frequent access by public transit?  Could the Fremont BART parking lot be used on weekends 
with bus service to Mission Blvd/Morrison Canyon Road?   Will secure bike racks be available for visitors who wish to 
leave their bikes (or e-bikes) at the base to hike? 

If visitors opt to drive personal vehicles to visit Vargas Plateau, where will they park?  What could the impacts be to local 
area residents if visitor levels grow to mirror those at Mission Peak-Stanford staging?   If visitation grows how will VMT 
be impacted?   

Again,  I’m  supportive of the road closure to private vehicles for safety reasons, provided appropriate alternatives can 
be found to allow access to Vargas Plateau Regional Preserve for residents on the west side of the canyon.    

I look forward to the opportunity to comment on the DEIR. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Jannet Benz 
Fremont, CA 

From: Jannet Benz  
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 1:33 PM 

To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Re: NOP Morrison Canyon Road Traffic Safety Project (PWC8981) 



Hello Mr. Roth,  

Thank you for taking the time to call and discuss this project yesterday. 

As noted in my attached letter, I hope the scope of the EIR will address access to Vargas Plateau 
Regional Park for residents west of the Canyon (e.g. Fremont, Newark, Union City,etc.).  It is unlikely 
those visiting by personal vehicle will drive all the way around to get to the parking via I-680. 

It would be preferable to explore access via non-vehicular modes, but to get people out of their cars 
there need to be easy, seamless, convenient options.  

The letter mentions considering Fremont BART parking lot w/ bus connection to Mission Blvd/Morrison 
Canyon Rd.  

OR Fremont BART + city "bike share" bike to Morrison Canyon and/or the Vargas Plateau entrance. 

OR can the City utilize the RR bridge over Mission Blvd that could provide connectivity from Central 
Park? 

OR  would the professional office buildings across the street @ Mission/Walnut allow their parking lots 
to be used on weekend days for visitor parking? 

The suggestions should consider appropriate secure bike racks for traditional bikes and e-bikes at the 
base of Morrison Canyon Rd and at the parking lot of Vargas Plateau Regional Park.   

As part of the scope of this EIR, I hope Fremont can develop a model that encourages non-vehicular 
access to this Regional Park that can be used for others to avoid the need to construct parking which 
simply encourages more driving. 

https://usa.streetsblog.org/2016/01/13/social-engineering-cities-that-build-more-parking-get-more-
traffic/ 

Sorry for the long message.   Hopefully some of these ideas are useful, 

Kind Regards,  

Jannet Benz 
Fremont, CA 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fusa.streetsblog.org%2F2016%2F01%2F13%2Fsocial-engineering-cities-that-build-more-parking-get-more-traffic%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbroth%40fremont.gov%7C46227def72a5497fa9c108d75caf522e%7C5892fd66e8274bcb85a07cba761472b8%7C0%7C1%7C637079780378862680&sdata=7aQBiI%2Bc2XwMOMVfx4GkNpYqRjm0jQp%2BjmnbHT%2Fw%2F4Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fusa.streetsblog.org%2F2016%2F01%2F13%2Fsocial-engineering-cities-that-build-more-parking-get-more-traffic%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbroth%40fremont.gov%7C46227def72a5497fa9c108d75caf522e%7C5892fd66e8274bcb85a07cba761472b8%7C0%7C1%7C637079780378862680&sdata=7aQBiI%2Bc2XwMOMVfx4GkNpYqRjm0jQp%2BjmnbHT%2Fw%2F4Y%3D&reserved=0


Comment #11   

From: Bike Fremont   

Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2019 4:47 PM 
To: Bill Roth 

Subject: Bike Fremont Support of Morrison Canyon Road Traffic Safety Project (PWC8981) 

Dear Mr. Roth, 
Bike Fremont enthusiastically endorses the proposed project to permanently close the specified 0.8 mile area of 
Morrison Canyon Road to private automobiles.  The pilot program for this closure has been a great success and has 
made this area of road safe for bicyclists and pedestrians including families. 

We have walked and biked the car free portion of the trail and find it a great and safe recreational resource. It also 
offers a new and safe route to reach Vargas Plateau. 

Please see some photos we took of folks enjoying the car free section of Morrison Canyon Road.  

We urge the City of Fremont to proceed with this project to keep this section of Morrison Canyon Road free from private 
automobiles.  

Best Regards, 

Juliette Johnson 
Bike Fremont 





Comment #12    
 
From: T. Wu  

Sent: Sunday, October 27, 2019 5:28 PM 

To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Proposed Permanent Closure of Morrison Canyon Road to Private Automobiles 

 
Dear Mr. Roth, 
I enthusiastically endorse the proposed project to permanently close the specified 0.8 mile area of Morrison Canyon Road to 
private automobiles.  The pilot program for this closure has been a great success and has made this area of road safe for 
bicyclists and pedestrians including families with children. It also offers a new and safe route to reach Vargas Plateau. 
***** 
 
Tim 

 
  



Comment #13   

From: James Rardin  

Sent: Sunday, October 27, 2019 5:55 PM 
To: Bill Roth 

Subject: In favor of Morrison Canyon permanent closure 

Dear Mr. Roth, 
I am very much in favor of the proposed project to permanently close the area of Morrison Canyon Road to private 
automobiles that is currently closed.  The current closure has made that street safe for cyclists and pedestrians. I have 
used it several times to reach Vargas Plateau Regional park with our High School mountain bikers club.  We tried it once 
before the closure and it was far too dangerous for the students.  The closure has provided a great way to reach the park 
with the kids and enjoy the recreational and scenic aspects it provides. 

Respectfully, 
James Rardin 

James Rardin 
CentriPEDAL Bikes LLC 
3636 Thornton Avenue 
Fremont, CA 94536 



Comment #14   

From: Harvey Wong  

Sent: Sunday, October 27, 2019 6:18 PM 
To: Bill Roth 

Subject: Keep Morrison Canyon Rd Closed 

Hi, 

I endorse keeping Morrison Canyon Rd closed to automobile traffic. It's great to be able to run up / ride down Morrison 
Canyon without having to watch out for cars. 

-Harvey



Comment #15   

From: Dennis Addison  
Sent: Sunday, October 27, 2019 6:43 PM 
To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Morrison Canyon closure  

Dear Mr. Roth, 
I enthusiastically endorse the proposed project to permanently close the specified 0.8 mile area of Morrison Canyon 
Road to private automobiles.  The pilot program for this closure has been a great success and has made this area of road 
safe for bicyclists and pedestrians including families with children. It also offers a new and safe route to reach Vargas 
Plateau.  The closure also helps eliminate the unsafe use of Morrison Canyon by commute traffic. 
***** 
Best Regards, 
Dennis Addison  



Comment #16   

From: Cindy Potter  

Sent: Sunday, October 27, 2019 8:10 PM 
To: Bill Roth 

Subject: Morrison Canyon 

Dear Mr. Roth, 

I endorse the proposed project to permanently close the specified 0.8 mile area of Morrison Canyon Road to private 
automobiles.  
The pilot program for has made this area of road safe for bicyclists and pedestrians including families with children. 

Many of us continue to enjoy using the road safely now that it's closed. 

Cindy Potter 



Comment #17    

From: Lori Sommer  
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2019 5:44 AM 
To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Morrison Canyon 
 
Dear Mr. Roth, 
Thank you for your work on  the project to permanently close 0.8 mile area of Morrison Canyon Road to private 
automobiles.  The pilot program for this closure has been a great success and has made this area of road safe for 
bicyclists and pedestrians including families with children. It also offers a new and safe route to reach Vargas Plateau. 
I’m hoping this will become permanent.  
Lori Sommer 
 
  



Comment #18   

From: Myvan Quoc   

Sent: Monday, October 28, 2019 10:56 AM 
To: Bill Roth 

Subject: Permanently Close of Morrison Canyon Road 

Dear Mr. Roth, 

I enthusiastically endorse the proposed project to permanently close the specified 0.8 mile area of Morrison Canyon Road 
to private automobiles. 

The pilot program for this closure has been a great success and has made this area of road safe for bicyclists and 
pedestrians including families with children. 

It also offers a new and safe route to reach Vargas Plateau. 

Regards, 
Myvan Quoc 



Comment #19   

From: Heidi Lach  

Sent: Monday, October 28, 2019 12:05 PM 
To: Bill Roth 

Subject: Morrison Canyon Road 

Good morning Bill, 

My name is Heidi Lach and on behalf of our family, please keep Morrison Canyon closed from car traffic.  
We live on Canyon Heights Drive and our family walks up Morrison Canyon and my husband rides mountain 
bikes up Morrison Canyon to Vargas park and ride down to our street 3 to 4 times a week.  We enjoy walking 
Morrison Canyon with no worry from cars. 

Before road closure, we have been almost hit by a car few times because cars drive too fast and in some 
areas there are hardly any curb. 

Please keep pedestrians and bikers safe by keeping Morrison Canyon close. 

Thank you, 
Heidi 



Comment #20    
 

From: Pamela Weiss Barr  

Sent: Monday, October 28, 2019 5:51 PM 
To: Bill Roth 

Subject: Morrison Canyon 

Dear Bill Roth, 
I am writing to you about Morrison Canyon Road.  Most mornings I am on Morrison Canyon Road walking with friends.  I 
hope this road remains closed to motor vehicles in the future.   
It is not a safe road for cars and trucks. The fact that this road is only 9 feet wide in parts makes it unsafe for both 
pedestrians and motorists.  It doesn't fulfill the requirement of at least 12 feet in width to be labeled as a road in CA.   
Since the road closed I have witnessed cement trucks and other very large trucks try to navigate up the road.  One driver 
told me his company directed him up the road so that he could save time getting to the George's property at the end.  I 
have also seen Vargus Road residents drive up and down this road at an unsafe speed knowing that they will not 
encounter traffic along the road.  We should allow only emergency vehicles use of this road, not residents from Vargus.  
There is ongoing illegal dumping in the canyon that is unsightly and dangerous for animals.  The red flexible stanchion 
barriers on the closed sections of the road have been removed or tampered with on a number of occasions. The large 
sign at the intersection of Morrison and Vargus has been vandalized and replaced. A white plastic road barrier was 
thrown into the canyon by motorists.   
Is there a better way of keeping traffic off this road?  We need a more permanent solution to keep vehicles off this road, 
otherwise drivers will continue to use it without fear of fines.   
The current situation is obviously better than when the road was open to all.  A more limited number of people drive up 
this road now.  However, it feels like an accident waiting to happen when pedestrians share the road with speeding 
cars.  The illegal dumpling and frequent use of the road need to be stopped. 
Thanks for your time. 
Pamela Weiss Barr 
 
  



Comment #21   

From: egbarr 
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 1:43 PM 
To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Morrison Canyon 

Bill Roth 
Senior Planner 
City of Fremont 

Mr. Roth, 

This is to let you know that I want Morrison Canyon to remain closed to vehicle traffic.  There are numerous safety and 
littering issues that have not been satisfactorily addressed.  Consequently, I feel the road should remain closed to 
vehicle traffic for the general public.   

Thank you for your consideration. 

Regards, 

Eric Barr 
463 Lowell Pl. 
Fremont, CA   



Comment #22    
 
From: aanh2 

Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 2:42 PM 

To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Morrison Canyon Rd 

I have driven Morrison Canyon Rd several times and always found it an extreme challenge for all kinds of 
safety.  Very few places to pass oncoming vehicles and never knowing when a pedestrian or bicyclist were 
coming around the corner.  I was very happy when the City Council decided to close it last November.  It 
should remain closed for pure safety reasons alone.  Pedestrians yes and bicyclists maybe ok but they can still 
be a safety hazard coming downhill. Responsible people will always be safe on this road especially as a 
footpath to Vargas Plateau Regional Park.  
Keep it Closed!  
 
 
  



Comment #23    
 
From: Vanessa McDonnell   

Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2019 7:43 AM 

To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Morrison canyon closure 

Dear Mr. Roth, 

I enthusiastically endorse the proposed project to permanently close the specified 0.8 mile area of Morrison Canyon Road 

to private automobiles.  The pilot program for this closure has been a great success and has made this section of road safe 

for bicyclists and pedestrians. As a ride leader for the local bicycle club (Fremont Freewheelers Bicycle Club) I’m really 

enjoying riding Morrison with my regular group. Before the closure I avoided the road due to some close calls with cars 

who were unwilling to share the road with us cyclists. I look forward to riding Morrison car free for many years to come. 

Sincerely, 

Vanessa McDonnell 

 
 
  



Comment #24   

From: Gould, Nick   

Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2019 8:16 AM 

To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Permanent closure of Morrison Canyon Road 

Dear Mr. Roth: 

I am writing this email in support of the concept of closing Morrison Canyon road permanently to automobiles. 

I’ve been a Fremont resident since 1999, and I am an avid bicyclist and runner.  I absolutely love living in Fremont, 
despite the recent troubles with pass through traffic during commute times. 

I hope you do go ahead and close MCR permanently.  Obviously I love riding it without worrying about cars, but I would 
also like to point out, that opening it again will lead to pass-through traffic on an EXTREMELY narrow road.  This for sure 
will lead to traffic accidents injuries and deaths.  That road is simply too narrow to support any semblance of commute 
traffic.  I also worry that if it was re-opened it would get significant vehicular traffic now that the new Vargas Ridge park 
is open.   

I am not anti-car.  I own two cars and commute by car, however some roads are just not wide enough for automobile 
usage, and I consider Morrison Canyon Road one of those. 

As a side note, I would like to thank the City of Fremont for the excellent job it has done with bike lanes in the rest of the 
city.  I have several loops around Fremont that I feel completely safe on, thanks to the generous bike lanes.  As I said 
before, I love living in Fremont. 

Kind Regards, 

Nick Gould 
Sr. Manager, Programming 

DIRECT: +1 925.415.8946 •  
5000 Executive Parkway. • Suite 540 San Ramon, California  94583 • USA • prahs.com 



Comment #25   

From: Himanshu.Chokshi 

Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2019 8:59 AM 

To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Morrison Canyon Road 

Hello Bill, 

I and my wife regularly hike on Morrison Canyon Road along with many others. 

We request that this road be permanently closed to automobiles for everyone’s safety. 

Thanks. 
Himanshu Chokshi 
Tejal Chokshi 



Comment #26  



Comment #27   

From: Hartmut Wiesenthal  

Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2019 4:58 PM 

To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Morrison Canyon Road: please keep it closed for motorized vehicles 

To: 
William Roth 
Planning Division 
Title: Senior Planner 
Phone: (510) 494-4450  
Email :  broth@fremont.gov <broth@fremont.gov>; 
From: 
Hartmut Wiesenthal 
3600 Braxton Common 
Fremont, CA 94538 
Subject: Morrison Canyon Road: please keep it closed for motorized vehicles 

Date: October 30,2019 
Dear Senior Planner William Roth, 
I enjoy hiking and running Morrison Canyon Road almost every day, especially during the rainy season, when park trails 
are muddy and impassable. 
I experienced scary situations before Morrison Canyon Road was closed for motorized vehicles. There were a few drivers 
speeding down Morrison Canyon Road and trying to make the point, that this is their road, and pushing me from the 
road. I needed to jump from the road to avoid to get hit or run over. This happens roughly once a month.  I assume 
these were drivers used the road frequently, in the other case, they would drive more cautiously.   
From my personal experience, some drivers are not willing to share Morrison Canyon Road with hikers or bikers. 
Just before Morrison Canyon Road was closed, I noticed a fatal accident with a pick up truck coming down crashing into 
another car. And I also remember well the stalled trailer truck.  
Open Morrison Canyon Road for car traffic might work for cautious drivers, but not for drivers in a hurry bypassing 
traffic jams or residents on Vergas Plateau, who fought with law suits against public usage of Morrison Canyon Road as 
access to Vergas Plateau. Some of the residents on Vergas Plateau did not drive cautiously down Morrison Canyon Road, 
instead used it as a speed way. 
I urge you to keep Morrison Canyon Road closed for motorized traffic and keep it open for hikers and bikers only. 

Kind regards, 
Hartmut Wiesenthal 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fremont.gov%2FDirectory.aspx%3FDID%3D20&data=02%7C01%7Cbroth%40fremont.gov%7Cedcd02ea10874b32e1d608d75d94ffc0%7C5892fd66e8274bcb85a07cba761472b8%7C0%7C1%7C637080766834462046&sdata=VRm7F4WBfyDgq7lXeszWtI8cJx8aOH%2BlFGO9Kbof0bA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:broth@fremont.gov


Comment #28 
From: Dirk deJong  

Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2019 7:13 PM 

To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Morrison Canyon feedback 

Hi Bill,  
Flyer left at my step said you are soliciting Morrison Canyon Rd. closure comments. Here’s my input. 

For decades it was nice to have this somewhat secret roadway accessible when you wanted to use it. Waze screwed that up 
though. So, now I don’t think there’s much choice but to close it off to all but emergency vehicles. Definitely needs to be 
accessible to them because with all the unmaintained or dead trees that start even well before the single lane the fire hazard 
is very high. 

If the road blocking continues to be the pylons, it might be a good idea to place some hi-res cameras to capture transgressors. 

Best regards, 

Dirk deJong 
Tothero Place 



Comment #29   

From: Doug Burgess  
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2019 8:42 AM 
To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Morrison Canyon Road 

Dear Mr. Roth 

I am writing to support the continuation of closing Morrison Canyon Road to through traffic. 

Prior to the closure, while walking on the road I felt unsafe. In spots the road is quite narrow and some 

drivers used the road as a speedway. I even experienced a semi truck on the road. 

The popular app Waze often times routed commute traffic from Vargus Road through Morrison Canyon 

Road. 

Please keep the road safe by maintaining the current closure. 

Cheers, 

Doug Burgess 

737 Wasatch Dr, Fremont, CA 94536 



Comment #30 

From: Tina Marquez  

Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2019 10:29 AM 

To: Bill Roth 
Cc: Art Marquez 

Subject: Keep Morrison Canyon Road safe 

Hi Bill, 
My family and I have lived on Morrison Canyon Road for nearly 40 years.  We love Fremont, the 

city workers and the environment.  My concern is degradation of our open space and the safety 
of residents in Fremont.   

Over the last 5 years it seems every open field has been taken for high density housing, thus 
increasing the number of cars on Mission Blvd and 680.  As a result Morrison Canyon has turned 

into a through way for commuters to "beat" the traffic.  I'm a commuter and can empathize with 
the growing, crowded roadway . . . but we need to prevent through traffic on Morrison Canyon 
to assure safety of residents, prevention of fires and the beauty of our diminishing open-space 

hillsides.  Given I have have a small child living in our home, I would also like to see speed 
bumps for those drivers in a hurry to beat the light on Mission and Morrison Canyon Road. 

Thanks for your consideration to close Morrison Canyon Road to through traffic, allow 
pedestrians and cyclists to enjoy our open space and help to slow down the 

speedsters. 

Many thanks, 

Tina Marquez 



Comment #31    

From: Melville  
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2019 11:25 AM 
To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Our Feedback on Morrison Canyon Road Traffic Safety Project 

To: 
Bill Roth, Senior Planner 
broth@fremont.gov 
39550 Liberty St, PO Box 5006 
Fremont CA 94537 

Please note this email is on behalf of 64 people who use Morrison Canyon Road for recreation -- some 
regularly, some sporadically.  Names and addresses of the signatories are at the bottom of this email. 

Dear Mr. Roth: 

We thank you for the opportunity to provide you with our feedback on the Environmental Impact Report to 
dedicate a scenic 3/4 mile stretch of Morrison Canyon Road as a recreational trail.  We would like to express 
our full support for this proposal and to permanently close Morrison Canyon Road to vehicular traffic, except for 
emergency access.   

Prior to the closure, this road was used as an out of town commuter shortcut with hundreds of cars using this 
narrow and windy road -- only 8 feet wide in sections -- creating a dangerous situation for all involved. 

The road was set aside for pedestrians and cyclists on a pilot basis with no vehicular traffic beginning November 2018. 
This has been an amazing experience as many in our community have found this path a safe and convenient route to 
access Vargas Plateau Regional Park.  Even the residents up on the hill have benefited immensely by not having to battle 
the hundreds of commuter cars that practically trapped them in their own homes! 

This nineteenth-century road through picturesque Morrison Canyon was designed for horse-drawn wagons. A 
2008 lawsuit filed by two hillside residents who claimed the road was narrow, dangerous and substandard 
delayed the park opening by over 8 years!  The narrow road has brought on dangerous head-on conflicts with 
cars, pedestrians and bicyclists and constant illegal dumping in the creek.  Since the road was closed, the 
amount of illegal dumping has also subsided significantly and we hope that closing the road permanently will 
hopefully eliminate the illegal dumping completely. 

Here is what some of the city officials stated about Morrison Canyon Road at the City Council meeting in June 
2018: 

“The road does not meet current roadway standards.” — Fire Chief Jacobson 
With “local traffic use going up and down it, and the amount of recreational use that there is, a significant 
conflict exists.”  — Hans Larsen, Director of Public Works 
If access were limited to local motorists, “I think the problem you’re going to run into is [that] you still have 
conflict between people walking up and down, and people driving in vehicles.” —Harvey Levine, City Attorney 
“There’s a specific provision in the streets and highways code that allows us to close roads for reasons of 
public health and safety…that's a liability for the city to operate a roadway with two-way access with mixes of 
bikes and pedestrians, and if it was just limited to local access, I mean, that's still a recipe for a problem. Which 
is, you know, a concern to us.” — Hans Larsen, Director of Public Works  

We believe this picturesque road is an incredible recreational resource for all the residents of the city of 
Fremont as well as the neighboring cities.  With its permanent closure, the city instantly acquires a beautiful 
"Class I Trail", without having to spend any additional funds and at the same time keeping the residents of the 
city safe and healthy.  The only proper use for this road is as a recreational trail.  We therefore hope that the 
city permanently closes this road to vehicular traffic and designates it as a recreational trail.   

mailto:broth@fremont.gov


Please confirm receipt of this email on behalf of the 64 signatories and we thank you for giving us this 
opportunity to provide our feedback on Morrison Canyon Road. 

Sincerely, 

Monica Melville, 38645 Chrisholm Pl, Fremont CA 94536 
Navin Melville, 38645 Chrisholm Pl, Fremont CA 94536 
Dominic Melville, 38645 Chrisholm Place, Fremont CA 94536 
Jo Melville, 38645 Chrisholm Place, Fremont, CA 94536 
Moina Shaiq, 537 Morrison Canyon Road, Fremont CA 94536 
Mohammad Shaiq, 537 Morrison Canyon Road, Fremont CA 94536 
Nina Stull, 39512 Platero Place, Fremont, CA 94539  
Bill Stull, 39512 Platero Place, Fremont CA 94539 
Mei Li Hsu, 40810 Ondina Court, Fremont CA 94539 
Eric Barr, 463 Lowell Place, Fremont CA 94536 
Pamela Weiss Barr, 463 Lowell Place, Fremont CA 94536 
Mira Chong, 5702 Pandorea Terrace, Newark CA 94560 
Larry Edelson, 507 Maar Place, Fremont CA 94536 
Jane Conn, 162 Melendez Avenue, Fremont CA 94539 
Nighat Lotia, 39025 Zacate Avenue, Fremont CA 94539 
Waqar Haidari, 39025 Zacate Avenue, Fremont CA 94539 
Daphne Lin, 524 Lowell Place, Fremont CA 94536 
Serena Tan, Benevente Avenue, Fremont CA 94539 
Sarah McCurdy, 650 Pickering Avenue, Fremont CA 94536 
Sonali Vagholikar, 55 Calle Amigo Dr, Fremont CA 94539 
Rahul Sharangpani 55 Calle Amigo Dr, Fremont CA 94539 
Judy Chong, 189 Obispo Court, Fremont CA 94539 
Kim Takacs, 38655 Chrisholm Place, Fremont CA 94536 
Dave Takacs, 38655 Chrisholm Place, Fremont CA 94536 
Marilyn Williams, 39321 Canyon Heights Drive, Fremont CA 94539 
Jon Williams, 39321 Canyon Heights Drive, Fremont CA 94539 
Jay Swaminathan, 38659 Chrisholm Place, Fremont CA 
Suganya Parthasarathy, 38659 Chrisholm Place, Fremont CA 
Filiz Crocker, 41753 Olympus Avenue, Fremont CA 94539 
Robert Crocker, 41753 Olympus Avenue, Fremont CA 94539 
Shirley Gilbert,  71 Delegado Court, Fremont, CA 94539 
Arnold Gilbert, 71 Delegado Court, Fremont, CA 94539 
Lucy Rich, 740 Pickering Avenue, Fremont, CA 94536 
Dave Rich, 740 Pickering Avenue, Fremont, CA 94536 
Andrea Schacter, 40885 Bandera Street, Fremont CA 94539 
David Fishbaugh, 40885 Bandera Street, Fremont CA 94539 
Sadhana Prasad, 511 Lowell Place, Fremont CA 94536 
Don Phelps, 488 Woodward Drive, Fremont CA 94536 
Bridget McShea, 639 Pickering Avenue, Fremont CA 94536 
Thomas McShea, 639 Pickering Avenue, Fremont CA 94536 
Rukhsana Attarwala, 118 Ray Court, Fremont CA 94536 
Sheerin Attarwala, 126 Ray Court, Fremont CA 94536 
Idris Attarwala, 126 Ray Court, Fremont CA 94536 
Sherri Plaza, 43472 Laurel Glen Common, Fremont CA 94539 
Carlos Plaza, 43472 Laurel Glen Common, Fremont, CA 94539 
Jerry Alden, 38650 Chrisholm Place, Fremont, CA 94536 
Kim Alden, 38650 Chrisholm Place, Fremont, CA 94536 
Vahida A Attarwala, 133 Ray Court, Fremont, CA 94536 



Abbas Attarwala, 133 Ray Court, Fremont CA 94536 
Waseem Brelvi, 150 Espada Place, Fremont, CA 94539 
Shehnaz Brelvi, 150 Espada Place, Fremont CA 94539 
Bill Stull, 689 Los Huecos, San Jose, CA 95123 
Lise Stull, 689 Los Huecos, San Jose, CA 95123 
Linda Mapes, 35225 Cornwall Place, Newark,CA 94560 
Ron Fong, Platero Place, Fremont, CA 94539 
Suresh Bajaz, Suresh@bajaz.org 
Srividya Prakash, 1068 Nez Perce Court, Fremont CA 94539 
Anirudh Samsi, 1068 Nez Perce Court, Fremont CA 94539 
Man Yee DeSandies, 35167 Charmwood Court, Newark, CA 94560 
Gene Zanardi, 348 Thatcher, Foster City, CA 94404 
Maggie Zanardi, 348 Thatcher, Foster City, CA 94404 
Shalini Singh, 38667 Chrisholm Place, Fremont CA 94536 
Amit Kumar, 38667 Chrisholm Place, Fremont CA 94536 
Linda Makaipo, 4655 Northdale Drive, Fremont CA 94536 

mailto:Suresh@bajaz.org


Comment #32   



Comment #33   

From: Serena Fu  
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2019 2:16 PM 
To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Morrison Canyon Road Closure 

Hi Mr. Roth,  

I support to permanently ban vehicles going up to Morrison Canyon Road, only allows pedestrians and cyclists. 

Morrison Canyon Road had been damaged by vehicles going up and down on this narrow road, it could lead to landslide. 
If you have been there, you would know how serious it is.  

Thank you for your attention. 

Sincerely, 

Serena Fu  



Comment #34    
From: SHEETAL CHOKSHI   

Sent: Friday, November 01, 2019 12:52 PM 

To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Ref: Morrison Canyon Road Traffic Safety Project (PWC8981) 
Mr. Roth, Senior Planner, 
My husband I walk up the Morrison Road in the morning and we have encountered many vehicles in past that would not 
yield to us.  We even had a woman in her Fiat race past us for several weeks even when we motioned for her to slow 
down.   
Please close the road permanently as the city has proposed in the October 4, 2019 notice of preparation.  It is not safe for 
pedestrians to walk on if automobiles are allowed. 
Thank you. 
Sheetal M. Chokshi 



Comment #35    
From: Demitri Morgan  

Sent: Friday, November 01, 2019 10:36 PM 

To: Bill Roth 
Subject: In support of the closure of Morrison Canyon Road 

 
Greetings, Mr Roth, 
 
I write to you in regards to the decision on whether to close Morrison Canyon road. 
 
I am a resident of the nearby Canyon Heights neighborhood, and so am less directly impacted by any decision in this 
area than most. However, I myself have walked, biked and driven (when it was open) Morrison Canyon road, and I have 
thoughts on this matter that I feel worth spending time to articulate, even if they have already been heard and 
considered in other forms. I attended the public hearing at the Vallejo Mill Elementary School auditorium on May 1st, to 
gain a more well-rounded understanding of this issue and my neighbors' feelings about the issue. 
 
Having driven up and down Morrison Canyon road when it was open, I can personally attest to its precariousness and 
severe inadequacy for the kinds of traffic that Fremont roads typically experience, from both local residential traffic and 
non-local commuter thru traffic. It is not only dangerous; it puts a lot of strain on a vehicle's engine and suspension. 
Should a less-than-adequately maintained vehicle break down on the road, it would invariably result in a blockage 
requiring a very skilled tow truck driver and at least an hour to remove. 
Having bicycled up and down Morrison Canyon road several times, I can personally attest to how it is dangerous (going 
downhill) even without cars. It is pockmarked with irregularities full of blind corners, and pedestrians could be 
anywhere. Furthermore, as at least one resident in attendance at the May 1st hearing pointed out, there can also be 
wildlife such as turkey and deer on the road.  
 
Granted, there are some changes that would be needed if keeping the road closed. Clearer signage that the speed limit 
applies to bicycles is an absolute must, and should be a priority for near-term maintenance if the road were to be 
permanently closed to motor vehicle traffic but left open to bicyclists. I also would like to point out that the plastic 
barricades are not a very good obstacle or deterrent, and I have seen many times them broken or bent over from 
vehicles that drove over them. They will need periodic replacement, but also the no-motorist-traffic policy may need 
better enforcement. Perhaps the design of the closure itself could be rethought. 
 
On the other hand, making Morrison Canyon road safe for motor vehicle traffic would require not merely an overhaul of 
the road surface. It would require a very destructive and expensive reshaping of the hillside itself in order to to 
accommodate a wider road that is adequately engineered to withstand erosion. Such a project incurs a large cost in tax 
dollars to every Fremont citizen, and not just those who live in the Vargas Plateau area, who would use the road most 
frequently for access to their residences. It would, for the majority of Fremont, only confer the benefit of easier access 
to one of two legitimate East Bay Regional Park-sanctioned entrances to Vargas Plateau, which itself is just one of 
Fremont's multiple recreation areas. Widening the road is the only really viable option to appease those who want the 
road open to motor vehicle traffic, and it's an expensive one that requires everyone else pay for it. 
 
All of this being said, I would like to voice my encouragement of and agreement with the motion to permanently close 
Morrison Canyon Road to thru motor vehicle traffic. The only necessary near-term maintenance, if the road were kept 
closed, would be inexpensive low-hanging fruit (i.e. improved signage, barriers and/or enforcement). These would more 
clearly reflect the city's commitment to this decision, and help keep the road safe for all, at a much lower cost and risk 
than reopening the road. 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Demitri Morgan 
38042 Stenhammer Drive 
 



Comment #36    
From: Michael Chew  

Sent: Saturday, November 02, 2019 11:01 AM 

To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Keep Morrison Canyon Rd Safe 

Hi Bill, 

I am the resident of the 155 Morrison Canyon Rd for the past 19 years. 
The increasing motor vehicles usage of the Morrison Canyon Road 
in our residence area is a major concern for us. 
It should not be used for commute road and heavy traffic. 
I fully support the "Morrison Canyon Rd safety for children and families". 

Sincerely, 
Michael Chew 



Comment #37   

From: Jeanne  
Sent: Saturday, November 02, 2019 2:57 PM 
To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Morrison Canyon Road  

I am writing to ask you to keep Morrison Canyon closed to cars.  As a bike rider I am concerned for my safety as well as 
the safety of the many pedestrians who use this road. The times I’ve had vehicles pass me before the road was closed 
was both frightening and dangerous.   



Comment #38    

From: jlkeenandesigns  
Sent: Saturday, November 02, 2019 3:00 PM 
To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Morrison canyon road 
 
Please keep Morrison Canyon Rd closed to cars. As a bike rider I am concerned for my safety as well as the safety of 
others.   
That road cannot accommodate cars and bikes or pedestrians it's all about safety.  Keep Fremont residents safe!  
 
Sent from my iPhone 

 
 
  



Comment #39    
From: jean zhang 

Sent: Saturday, November 02, 2019 6:59 PM 

To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Closure of Morrison Canyon Road 

To who may concern, 
I'm writing to support the permanent closure of Morrison Canyon Road. To keep the road safe for children and family. 
Thank you, 
Junying Zhang 
194 orchard Dr  
Fremont CA 94536 



Comment #40   
From: elaine  

Sent: Sunday, November 03, 2019 10:33 AM 

To: Bill Roth 
Subject: Morrison Canyon Road Comments 

 
Hi Bill, 
 
I have been attending the meetings about the traffic concerns in the residential area encompassing Morrison 
Canyon to the east, Niles Canyon to the West and north of Mission Blvd.  
 
During commute hours there was a continuous stream of cars going up Morrison Canyon to 680. The pilot 
program to limit the access to motorist in November 2018 was a very positive step in making the road much 
safer for motorists and pedestrians. I strongly support this pilot program to be made permanent. I would very 
much like you continued support in this effort. 
 
Much thanks,  
 
Elaine Owyang 
Homeowner on Altura Street 
 
 
  



Comment #41  
 

 
 
  



Comment #42    
From: Richard Godfrey  

Sent: Sunday, November 03, 2019 12:29 PM 

To: Bill Roth 

Subject: Morrison Canyon Rd 

Bill, last day to send this note supporting the dedication of 1.2 km stretch of MCR to be a recreational trail. I live a few 

blocks off MCR and along with many neighbors have been using this road for recreation and exercise for around 30 

years. It seems like a great natural resource for Fremont families and the city. Hopefully such designation will allow for 

access to the two property owners who only have access to town through the road. I am wondering if consideration has 

been given to having a locked gate at the lower base of the road. 

Best regards, 

Richard Godfrey 



Comment #43    
From: Nicholas Bardales   

Sent: Sunday, November 03, 2019 11:05 PM 

To: Bill Roth 

Subject: Morrison canyon road comments 

11/3/2019  

To Broth Roth 

My name is Nicholas Bardales and I recently moved 365 Morrison Canyon Road I'm one the last houses before it gets to 

the one way road on Morrison Canyon. Since moving here in 2018 I've noticed how many cars drive back and forth 

dangerously on this road and when they put the roadblocks up temporarily it decreased so much traffic from using this 

road is a  freeway access to 680. So many cars used to race to get up morrison canyon rd and now its so much more of a 

peaceful pathway to walk for the residents and bikers and pedestrians walking up Morrison Canyon. Since the city set up 

temporary road blocks it then became an actual safe Trail for physical activities. The road is too narrow to be used for a 

regular car road and really should only be used in emergency more permanent road blocks need to be set up to maintain 

the safety of this road are the residents of Fremont, with the addition of speed bumps on the corner turn because cars 

still race up and down that road making it unsafe for the pedestrians train to walk to get to the beginning of the one way 

road. I hope the city addresses this matter seriously and sets up permanent road blocks with speed bumps before it 

reaches the turn.rk  

Thank you  

Nicholas Bardales 



Comment #44    
From: wyragui  

Sent: Monday, November 04, 2019 11:15 PM 

To: Bill Roth 
Cc: Larry Edelson; Kelly 

Subject: CEQA comments - Morrison Canyon CEQA Public Comments 

Public safety was a pivotal issue for a 2008 CEQA lawsuit filed by two Vargas Plateau residents against East Bay 
Regional Park District. They contended that Morrison Canyon Road was narrow, dangerous and substandard. 
Their\ lawsuit kept Vargas Plateau Regional Park shut down for eight years and then when it opened, shut it 
down again using the courts. Their primary argument was that public safety required that the district mitigate 
to reduce the dangers associated with access to a public park. The mitigation included removing trees, 
improving sight lines and expanding the road in selected areas. They even forced the district to change signs 
and remove roads from the park maps. Clearly, the safety of the public roads was a significant component to 
their lawsuit and resulted in the park district paying attorney fees and the costs for upgrading the public roads 
used to access the park.  
Since that lawsuit, one of the plaintiffs has constructed a 12,000 sq. ft. “barn” which has been used for several 
large events where alcohol was served. We believe that the safety of Morrison Canyon Road continues to 
present a risk to the city of Fremont. The 2008 lawsuit clearly demonstrated that the city was  financially liable 
for any injury that might occur through use  of the road since Morrison Canyon Road continues to be narrow, 
dangerous and substandard.  
We encourage the city to maintain the road closure, since the city is responsible for injury or death that might 
occur due to an inebriated driver crashing or driving into a pedestrian. Morrison Canyon Road at nine feet 
wide is too narrow for most drivers and certainly those impacted by the consumption of alcohol served at 
facilities on Vargas Plateau.  
We agree with the 2008 plaintiffs and the City Council which reviewed the narrow, dangerous and 
substandard road in June 2018: 

“The road does not meet current roadway standards.” — Fire Chief Jacobson 
With “local traffic use going up and down it, and the amount of recreational use that there is, a still a 
significant conflict that exists…that's a liability for the city to operate a roadway with two-way access 
with mixes of bikes and pedestrians, and if it was just limited to local access, I mean, that's still a recipe 
for a problem. Which is, you know, a concern to us.”  
— Hans Larsen, Director of Public Works 
If access were limited to local motorists, “I think the problem you’re going to run into is [that] you still 
have conflict between people walking up and down, and people driving in vehicles.” 
“There’s a specific provision in the streets and highways code that allows us to close roads for reasons 
of public health and safety. 
— Harvey Levine, City Attorney 

The road as set aside for pedestrians and cyclists on a pilot basis, with no cars beginning November 2018, has 
proven to be safe with very limited automotive traffic. We support road safety for children and families and 
after adoption of the environmental impact report (EIR), we urge the city to dedicate the scenic ¾-mile (1.2-
km) stretch as a recreational trail.  

Sincerely, 

Wm. Yragui 
Co-Founder 
Mission Peak Conservancy 



Comment #45 

From: Paul   
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2019 9:47 AM 
To: Bill Roth 
Subject: NOP Morrison Canyon Rd, PWC8981 
 
Hello Bill Roth, 
I'm responding to the NOP I received in the mail regarding the closure of Morrison Canyon Rd, PWC 8981. 
 
I support the permanent closure of Morrison Canyon Rd as proposed in the NOP. Please do it. 
 
I am a resident of lower Morrison Canyon Rd (MCR) near mission and a regular user of the closed portion of upper MCR. 
I typically ride my bicycle up MCR to the Vargas Plateau park several times per week since the park has been opened, so 
several hundred times during last year or two.  
 
Prior to closure, I found the upper portion of MCR to be very dangerous to use, so dangerous that it was vital to avoid 
during rush hour and popular times for fear of extreme injury or death.  Additionally, the traffic and congestion in front 
of my house and driveway was horrible. I was almost in several accidents in front of my driveway! 
 
Since the closure last year, the neighbor has slowly returned to it's pre-commuter App peaceful nature, and MCR is now 
once again safely usable at all hours of the day. While not perfect, the current closure system and barriers have been 
effective at reducing most (95%?) of the traffic and safety problems, which I consider a huge success. Of course they can 
continue to be fine-tuned over time, but in essence, I think the current temporary system is sufficiently effective to be 
selected as a permanent fix. 
 
Please let me know if you have any further questions or I can help the process in any way. 
 
Thank you for your help, 
Regards 
 
Paul Perkins 
230 Morrison Canyon Rd 
Fremont, Ca 94536 
 
 
  



Comment #45 

From: Jack W. Balch  
Sent: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 3:07 PM 
To: wil@fremont.gov; Bill Roth <broth@fremont.gov> 
Subject: Safety Project PWC8981 

Dear Mr Lee; 

Thank you for taking the time to talk to me while Mr Roth was out and letting me comment on the Notice of Preparation 
dated October 4th, 2019.  I apologize for getting this back so late, but for some reason I believed I had until December 
3rd.  Mr Roth is also on this e mail.   

I would like to comment on some of the topics that are noted in the above letter, most specifically, Land Use, 
Transportation, Wildfire, Hazardous Materials, and Public services.  By way of background, I have lived on Vargas Road 
for over 40 years, and until the recent road closure, used Morrison Canyon as my main access to and from the City 
almost every day.  In preparing the report, please consider the following: 

While the road may be closed, it is still used by some of the residents as may be needed.  Two ranches abut and have 
fence lines along the section of the road that is closed.  The Vieux Ranch has a gate in the closed section that is used on 
occasion to access their cattle.  Danny Escobar uses the closed road to inspect and repair fencing as needed.  He believes 
that some of the damage is caused by the hikers and bikers that still use the road and needs to inspect it regularly.  I 
would assume that the Garcia Ranch uses the road for the same purposes. 

The road was used by some of the residents when there was a wreck on 680 a few months back that closed all east 
bound traffic for many hours.  It was the only way to access their homes.  

We have had Vargas Road closed for many reasons when the only access to our homes was Morrison Canyon.  This had 
included wrecks on the road, trees falling, power lines falling, wash outs from heavy rains, etc.  Many times these were 
not even reported to the City.  Most of the time when a tree limb falls on the road, we would take care of it ourselves 
first and then call the City as it takes them too long to respond.  The road maintenance has been so bad that the recent 
repairs that you see on Vargas Road were done by private citizens, not the City.  

With the park open at the upper end of Morrison Canyon, there is much more traffic on Vargas Road, with drivers 
unfamiliar with the area or driving on narrow roads.  Near misses in cars is much more prevalent.  Locals know to pull 
well over and let others pass.  The chances of a road closure due to an accident are much more likely. 

Currently the lower portion of Morison Canyon is closed at a very narrow section of the road.  There is no turn around or 
street lights.  In order to turn around, you either need to back up across a narrow bridge or go through the gate onto 
private property.  While there are signs indicating the road is closed ahead, it is still used on a regular basis by drivers 
that are confused or those with less than honorable intentions.  Someone that makes a mistake and goes up this road is 
left with the very difficult task of trying to turn around on a very narrow road.  Can you imagine trying to do this at 
night?  I do not know how many just go past the barricades as there is no safe way to turn around. 

You will see a narrow driveway off to the right where the road is suppose to end.  There are two houses and properties 
owned by others up these driveways.  One is a widow and good friend of ours.  The road closure had caused the 
property owners in this area many issues.  The driveway is sometimes mistaken as a continuation of the road.  If they 
lock the gate, they have come home with people parked in their driveway and they need to either get out of their car 
and open the gate to let them through to turn around, or back up over the bridge to the small turnout, neither of which 
are necessarily safe to do.  They have been leaving the gate unlocked, but on a recent morning three men broke into her 
house and were stealing things.  She heard something and went down the stairs yelling.  Thankfully they were scared 
away and she was not harmed.  They have also had issues with people using the end of the road to “park” as well as 
dump trash.  She seldom goes out at night because she does not know what she will find when she comes home.  

mailto:wil@fremont.gov
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The closure of the road has resulted in unreasonable travel times if we are coming from Fremont, as we need to get on 
680 to get home.  My commute from our offices in Hayward has increased from about 20 to 25 minutes to over an hour 
most times, if I try and go home during the commute hours.  During a Friday, before a holiday, or if there are any delays 
on 680, I have had it take me over two additional hours to get home.  While our offices are just off Wipple Road next to 
Union City, on occasion I have found it faster to head north to Castro Valley, go over 580 through Pleasanton, and come 
home that way.  I now typically work until about 6:00 p.m. before I head home, unless I can leave work before 2:00 p.m. 
  
My wife tries to always be home from Fremont by 2:00 because it takes so long to get on 680, but with friends and 
family in Fremont, that is not always possible.  She will now try and shop in Pleasanton if she needs anything in the 
afternoon.   
  
Ride share, such as Uber, will not typically take us home or pick us up in the afternoon because of traffic.  I have had an 
Uber driver ask me to get out because he could not get on the freeway.  We have tried to take Uber or Lyft to the 
airport, only to have the ride cancel on us.  Friends will not come by our house in the afternoon because of the difficulty 
getting on 680.  This has been a major problem for us.   
  
I understand that a neighbor’s daughter quit school as she had afternoon classes and could not get home in a reasonable 
time.  We have a 1948 Willy that we do not drive on the freeway.  I know of at least one other neighbor that has cars 
that he can take on City roads but not the freeway.  We are currently land locked. 
  
The best friend of the Widow that lives off of Morrison Canyon just below the closure lives about a half mile up Morrison 
Canyon.  They use to visit each other in the afternoons.  With the road closure, this is not practical.   
  
You cannot use any of the traffic apps to determine the time it will take you to get home or get on 680 going 
north.  They must use the flow of traffic in both lanes.  The actual time to get home can be up to four times longer than 
stated on Waze.  The only way to get accurate information is to drive the roads and obey the laws.  I estimate that my 
wife and I spend an extra five to seven hours a week in traffic that could be avoided if we could use Morrison Canyon, 
and it would be much more if we were not adjusting our schedule when possible to avoid the traffic.   
  

While they say that we can drive over the barricades, this is not without its own problems.  There is a group of 
bikers that have taken it upon them self to patrol the road.  They are not nice to any cars on the road.  When 
the men broke into the lady’s house, the Highway Patrol took Vargas Road to get to her house on Lower 
Morrison.  They did not drive over the barricades and down the road.  They turned around.  The ambulance 
driver we talk to did not know he could go past the barricades.  A neighbor off of upper Morrison had a major 
hand injury and lost a portion of the hand.  The wife took the missing piece and drove to 680, then to the 
hospital.  She did not know she could go through the barricades. 
  
We have had people dump garbage, including paint and other hazardous materials, along Morrison Canyon.  When 
traffic was allowed on this road, it may have provided a greater deterrent.   
  
We have had wild fires in the area where Morrison Canyon was the only escape route for some residents.  Not everyone 
knows that you can drive pass the barricades.  On occasion you will see additional barricades on the road that have been 
placed there by individuals, not the City.  You will scratch your front bumper if you drive pass the barricades.  You would 
not want to do this in most cars. 
  
While we have tried to adapt to the road closure, it is much more difficult and expensive than we thought.  We are more 
isolated from our friends and family in Fremont, we must take Limos if we do not want to drive as ride share is no longer 
reliable, we are wasting many hours in traffic each week that would be  avoided if we still had access to Morrison 
Canyon.  Please take these things into consideration as the EIR is being completed.    
  
  



Jack W. Balch 

_________________________________ 

BALCH ENTERPRISES, INC. 

30960 HUNTWOOD AVENUE 

HAYWARD, CA 94544 

510.429.9400 - Main 

510.429.9966 - Fax

jwbalch@balchenterprises.com
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429 E. Cotati Ave 

Cotati, CA  94931 

Tel:  707-794-0400 Fax: 707-794-0405 

www.illingworthrodkin.com  illro@illingworthrodkin.com

M E M O 
Date: December 12, 2019 

To: Leo Mena 
ICF 

201 Mission Street, 15th Floor 

San Francisco, CA  94105 

Leo.Mena@icf.com 

From: James A. Reyff 
Illingworth & Rodkin, Inc. 

429 E. Cotati Ave 

Cotati, CA 94931 

RE:  Morrison Canyon Road Closure Study- Fremont, CA 

SUBJECT: Air Pollutant and GHG Emissions   Job#19-119 

This memo transmits results of traffic air pollutant and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions modeling 

associated with the closure of Morrison Canyon Road to traffic.  Traffic emissions were modeled 

using the Caltrans CT-EMFAC2017 Model, Version 1.0.2.27401.  Traffic inputs were based on 

daily traffic trips on the existing roadway and vehicles miles travelled for the roadway network1. 

Existing Emissions – Morrison Canyon Traffic 

W-trans reports that there are 396 daily trips on the 3.88-mile section of Morrison Canyon Road

from Mission Boulevard to (or from) Interstate 680. This roadway is a rural, one-lane facility, with

hilly portions that are transited at relatively slow speeds.  Our understanding is that this travel is

associated with a diversion route of Interstate 680 and Mission Boulevard that can become

congested during peak-travel periods.  Closure of Morrison Canyon Road would remove traffic

from Morrison Canyon and Vargas roads.  The traffic would be redistributed through the roadway

network.  Table 1 reports emissions associated with travel on Morrison Canyon Road, using

existing travel volumes (i.e., representing conditions before the roadway was closed).

1 W-Trans.  2019.  Subject: Memorandum of Assumptions for the Morrison Canyon Road Closure Study, prepared 

by Andre Huff and Mark Spencer.  November 18. 
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Table 1.  Daily Emissions along Morrison Canyon Road in pounds per day 

Segment ROG NOx PM10 PM2.5 CO2e 
Morrison Canyon Road 0.5 0.4 2.5 0.4 1,377* 

*Equivalent to about 200 metric tons per year

Note:  ROG= reactive organic gases, NOx = nitrogen oxides, PM10 = particulate matter with aerodynamic diameter

of less than 10 micrometer, PM2.5 = and CO2e = carbon dioxide equivalent, where the greenhouse effect of each

different greenhouse gas is expressed in terms of the amount of CO2 that would create the same amount of atmospheric

warming.

Project Conditions 

W-Trans computed the VMT for both existing conditions when Morrison Canyon Road was open

to traffic and the conditions with existing traffic and the roadway closed to motor vehicle traffic.

Under the existing conditions, VMT was computed at 3,219 miles per day.  The proposed project

(closure of Morrison Canyon Road to traffic) would reduce the VMT to 2,931 miles.  W-Trans did

not study changes in traffic speed that might change emissions.  However, traffic using Morrison

Canyon Roadway is expected to travel at slow speeds, so redistribution of the traffic is not likely

to result in substantially different speeds.  Even if traffic speeds decreased by 5 mph, emissions

would not be that much greater.  Perhaps emission rates under reduced speed could increase by up

to 20 percent; however, this would not trigger the potential for any significant air quality impact.

Keep in mind that under the proposed project, emissions are more likely to decrease due to the

decrease in VMT.

Project Construction 

Project construction would include placement of barricades and signage that would have a duration 

of approximately one day of work and would involve hand tools and 1 to 2 pickup trucks and 

delivery of the barricades. As a result, the construction air quality impacts would be negligible and 

would not exceeds any significance thresholds used to judge air quality impacts (e.g. those 

contained in the BAAQMD CEQA Air Quality Guidelines). 
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429 E. Cotati Avenue 
Cotati, CA 94931 

Memo
Date: November 15, 2019 

To: Leo Mena 
ICF 

From: Michael S. Thill 
Illingworth & Rodkin, Inc. 

SUBJECT: Morrison Canyon Road Closure, Fremont, CA – 
Traffic Noise Assessment 
(IR Job # 19-119) 

This memo summarizes the results of the traffic noise calculations made to assess potential noise 
impacts due to the Morrison Canyon Road Closure Project in Fremont. To quantify project generated 
traffic noise increases, our analysis compared traffic conditions expected as a result of the project to 
existing conditions. Additional comparisons were then made between existing conditions, cumulative 
conditions, and cumulative plus project conditions. 

Based on our review of the traffic data  that you provided, our findings are as follows: 

1) The Existing Plus Project condition would not result in a substantial increase in traffic noise
levels (i.e., 3 dBA Ldn or greater) above existing conditions at sensitive receptors along segments
of Mission Boulevard, Niles Canyon Road, Walnut Avenue, Stevenson Boulevard, or Interstate
680 (I-680). Traffic noise increases expected along all roadway segments within the study limits
are calculated to be 0 dBA Ldn (e.g., the maximum peak-hour noise level increase is calculated
to be 0.3 dBA at the I-680/Mission Boulevard interchange).

2) The proposed project would not result in a measurable increase in traffic noise levels (i.e., 1
dBA Ldn or more) as compared to the traffic noise levels expected as a result of long-term growth
forecast under cumulative conditions. Noise increases attributable to the project would not be
“cumulatively considerable”.

Regulatory Criteria 

General Plan Policy 10-8.3 states that, “the City will require the evaluation of mitigation measures for 
projects under the following circumstances: 

1) The project would cause the Ldn to increase by 5 dB(A) or more but would remain below
60 dB(A), or;
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2) The project would cause the Ldn to increase by 3 dB(A) or more and exceed 60 dB(A), or;

3) The project has the potential to generate significant adverse community response due to
the unusual character of the noise.

For the purposes of this analysis, ambient traffic noise levels at receptors along these major roadways 
are assumed to exceed 60 dBA Ldn; therefore, the 3 dBA Ldn significance threshold would apply. 

The project would result in a significant cumulative traffic noise impact if noise levels at existing 
sensitive receivers would be substantially increased (i.e., 3 dBA Ldn above existing traffic noise levels 
where noise levels would exceed 60 dBA Ldn) and if the Project would make a “cumulatively 
considerable” contribution to the overall traffic noise level increase. A “cumulatively considerable” 
contribution would be defined as an increase of 1 dBA Ldn or more attributable solely to the proposed 
project.  

Existing Plus Project Conditions 

Traffic data provided by W-Trans was reviewed to calculate traffic noise level increases expected as a 
result of the project along roadways within the study limits. These data included turning movement 
counts at six intersections for existing conditions and projections for existing plus project traffic 
conditions. Link volumes under the existing plus project scenario were compared to existing link 
volumes to calculate the noise increase attributable to the project. This analysis assumed that traffic 
noise increases calculated based on the comparison of PM peak hour traffic data would equal the noise 
increase expected on a daily average basis.  

The project would increase traffic volumes on study area roadway segments by up to 87 vehicles per 
hour, which is a relatively small addition to existing traffic volumes along these major roadways. By 
way of comparison, the project would have to increase existing traffic volumes by approximately 1,200 
vehicles during the peak hour to increase existing noise levels by 3 dBA Ldn or more.  

Table 1 summarizes the calculated noise level increases expected along roadways within the project 
vicinity resulting from the proposed project. Noise levels along all roadways within the study area limits 
would experience noise increases of 0 dBA Ldn, which are not considered substantial. This is a less-
than-significant impact.  

TABLE 1 Calculated Roadway Traffic Noise Level Increases 
Roadway Existing Plus Project Noise Increase 

above Existing Conditions 
(dBA, Ldn) 

Mission Boulevard 0.0 to 0.3 dBA
Niles Canyon Road 0.0 to 0.1 dBA
Mowry Avenue 0.0 dBA
Walnut Avenue 0.0 dBA
Stevenson Boulevard 0.0 dBA
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Cumulative Plus Project Conditions 

Cumulative  and cumulative plus project traffic volume data were compared to existing traffic volume 
data to determine if either cumulative condition would result in noise levels that would be substantially 
increased over existing conditions. In all cases, cumulative traffic conditions would not result in traffic 
noise levels that would be substantially increased above existing conditions. The comparison of the two 
future traffic scenarios also revealed that traffic noise levels under these two conditions would be the 
same with or without the project. Therefore, the project would not yield traffic noise levels that would 
be measurably increased above the traffic noise levels forecast under cumulative conditions.  

No roadway segments were identified where noise levels would be substantially increased and where 
the project would contribute at least 1 dBA Ldn to the substantial cumulative noise increase. The largest 
relative traffic noise increase attributable to the project is 0.2 dBA along Mission Boulevard. This is a 
less-than-significant impact.  

TABLE 2 Calculated Roadway Traffic Noise Level Increases 
Roadway Cumulative Plus Project Noise Increase 

above Cumulative Conditions 
(dBA, Ldn) 

Mission Boulevard 0.0 to 0.2 dBA
Niles Canyon Road 0.0 to 0.1 dBA
Mowry Avenue 0.0 dBA
Walnut Avenue 0.0 dBA
Stevenson Boulevard 0.0 dBA

(19-119) 






