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SITE LAYOUT & MATERIALS



The park master plan shows improvements that can accommodate a broad range of programs and uses. The goal of the plan is to interpret the historic 

nursery and add new facilities that will offer new compatible programs in the park. Rows of evergreen and deciduous trees will be introduced to re  ect 

the rows of trees that were lined up in the nursery for generations. These dominant bands introduce order and rhythm and de  ned outdoor spaces. Care 

has been taken throughout the park to minimize impacts to existing trees that will remain and be featured. 

The historic buildings will be retained and restored to the period of signi  cance (1933 – 1960) except for the Garden Store which is in very poor condition 

and will be demolished. One currently missing historic structure will be reconstructed - the tall water tank.  A second missing historic structure – the tall 

lath house – will be interpreted in metal and may be built over the main parking lot off Nursery Avenue or in another location. The feasibility of reopening 

the arches of the Of  ce Building may be considered. Five new buildings will be built to accommodate new program elements. These include an 18,000 

square foot Interpretive/Education Center, information and visitor building, a multi-purpose/classroom building, a restroom, and a combination restroom/

kitchen near the of  ce building. The lower portion of the reconstructed water tower may be enclosed to serve as an of  ce for the City. An existing nursery 

road will become the primary Interpretive Spine. Many of the other park features connect to this spine.

DESIGN CONTEXT STATEMENT

The historic main entry at Nursery Avenue will be 
retained. The wooden gateway sign will be restored 
and the security gate repaired or replaced. New 
palm trees will be used to extend this feature to 
the southern park boundary. At the end of Nursery 
Avenue in the southwest corner of the park there 
is space for a prominent element that will provide 
a focal point for visitors as they enter the park. The 
existing rose garden and the historic roses will be 
retained. Roses may also be planted in other areas 
of the park.   

NURSERY AVENUE - MAIN ENTRY - ROSE GARDEN/DISPLAY GARDEN

Historically the of  ce and Great Lawn were the prima-
ry event space at the California Nursery where visi-
tors would gather for picnics and other major events. 
The master plan will restore the of  ce building and 
two existing restrooms in the building.  The master 
plan shows an addition to the south side of the of  ce 
that will add restrooms and a kitchen. A new patio is 
shown west of the of  ce – and away from adjacent 
neighbors - that could be used as a dance  oor or as 
set up space for a caterer for functions taking place 
here. The road to the of  ce will be extended to allow 
equipment drop-off at the patio. The historic Chang-
ing Room will be used for storage and as a changing 
room for brides, as it was used historically. The dis-
play gardens will be rehabilitated. Pathways around 
the Great Lawn will be improved and dense planting 
will be added to mitigate sound from Niles Boulevard. 
The middle section of the fence will be kept open for 
views into the garden and a transparent fence/wall 
will reduce vehicular noise. New shrubs will be added 
to buffer sound where the park abuts residences. 
With these additions, the Of  ce/Great Lawn area will 
be suitable as a rentable event venue. A small corp 
yard, for tools and supplies for park volunteers, may 
be added in the west area of the Of  ce.

OFFICE - GREAT LAWN

A new visitor information building is shown at the park 
entry with an outdoor terrace and designated parking 
(17 regular and one accessible space) immediately ad-
jacent to the building. The visitor information building 
may also include a cafe - temporarily or permanently. 
This depends on the nature of the future development 
of the Interpretive/Education Center. 

VISITOR INFORMATION BUILDING
AT THE PARK ENTRY & PARKING

A new, single story 9,000 square foot, or two-story 18,000 square foot interpretive/educa-
tion center will house historic artifacts and exhibits telling the story of the Roeding family, the 
California Nursery and the City of Fremont’s role in California’s rich agricultural heritage. On 
the west side of the center, wide stone walkways at either side of ornamental planting beds 
and framed by hedgerows form a grand entrance to the center and interpretive elements 
of the historic nursery.  These beds will be an artistic interpretive display of “the character 
of the nursery”. This space could be cordoned off to create another event venue. Pathways 
and planting east of the center connect to the complex of buildings and outdoor spaces on 
the east side of the center. These connections provide  exibility for outdoor events of varying 
size. A temporary plaza may be constructed where the stone walkway meets Nursery Avenue. 
It will serve as a gathering area and include signs that depict the future plans for the park. 
Optionally, the location of the Interpretive/Education Center may be considered for the area 
south of the main parking lot and would be laid out to avoid con  icts with historic trees.

INTERPRETIVE CENTER

The primary parking area remains where it is today and is accessed from Nursery 
Avenue. Parking for 105 cars, plus four accessible parking spaces and drop-off 
space for 2 buses is provided at this location. A metal high lath structure similar to 
the lath structures used to shade nursery plants, is shown over the cars. The pur-
pose of the structure is to screen cars and more importantly to reintroduce what 
was once an important feature of the California Nursery. Multiple paths will lead 
from the parking lot to other areas in the park. The extent and exact location of the 
lath structure has some  exibility.

PARKING OFF NURSERY AVENUE

Additional parking is shown along the east property line –
between the historic palms planted by John Rock. Additional 
palms will be planted to reinforce this feature. This area will 
accommodate 51 standard plus 3 accessible parking spaces 
and can be accessed from the secondary entry gate.

NORTHEAST CORNER -
SECONDARY ENTRY

Two of the oldest and most important historic buildings on 
the property are the President’s House and the Packing Shed.  
Both will be retained and rehabilitated. The master plan pro-
poses to add a third, new building to this complex, near the 
Packing Shed. It will contain a bathroom and enough power 
and counter space for a warming kitchen. The new building is 
located beyond the safety zone de  ned by a fault line in the 
northeast corner of the site. The new building is intended to be 
a multi-purpose space. It can be used as a classroom for stu-
dents on  eld trips or used for an adult education program. A 
terrace will provide a  exible outdoor venue associated with the 
classroom building.

The President’s House and gardens will be used as rentable 
event space. The gardens will be interpreted on all sides of the 
home and will feature shrubs and perennials from the historic 
period. The Packing Shed will retain its rustic open-shed char-
acter and will be used to house the historic pick-up trucks and 
other machinery used at the California Nursery.

The open space enclosed between the President’s House, the 
Packing Shed, and the new Bosque of trees will be used as an 
outdoor area for events taking place in these buildings. Small 
events could be focused in one building and large events could 
use both buildings plus the central space de  ned by them. The 
location of the multi-purpose classroom may be adjusted to 
minimize impacts to owl habitat.

PRESIDENT’S HOUSE – PACKING 
SHED – CLASSROOM BUILDING
COMPLEX

The community gardens are located in the northeast corner 
adjacent to nearby parking along the east property line. The 
gardens will be fenced and visible from Niles Boulevard. A row 
of trees will provide a buffer between the garden and street. 
Alternatively, this area could provide space for a 1 ½ to 2-acre 
boutique nursery.

COMMUNITY GARDEN

The Boxed Tree Forest is left much as it is currently. The existing boxed live oak 
trees and double row of yews will be retained and trees that have failed will be 
replaced. The informal footpath through this area remains and will be surfaced 
with decomposed granite. This area is a space for walking in the dense shade, for 
picnics and could be rented out for a “white table cloth” fund raising gathering. A 
new restroom building is shown nearby to accommodate these uses.  This building 
is also equipped with suf  cient power to permit food trucks to be located here on 
occasion.

BOXED TREE FOREST & RESTROOM

The space between the Boxed Tree Forest and the lath-covered parking retains a 
very pleasant open feeling that is nicely shaded by a canopy of tall trees. This area 
of the site includes a rich variety of tree species and as such is an important part 
of the arboretum that will be featured and interpreted throughout the park. New 
plantings in this area could be added to create a permaculture demonstration 
area that will be overseen by a Master Gardener program. Groupings of a variety of 
shorter palm specimens are a distinctive feature of this space. The plan proposes 
this area for family and group picnicking – a quiet activity that will bene  t from the 
shade. Sinuous paths weave through this area to protect tree roots from compac-
tion, and connect to the interpretive spine and two restrooms. Facilities for up to 
250 are provided with tables, bar-be-ques and prep tables.

PICNIC AREA

The Vallejo Adobe lies at the center of the park. The existing fence will be removed 
and replaced with a low fence and barrier plants. The gardens will be interpreted to 
more accurately re  ect a California-era garden. The non-historic restroom building 
adjacent to the adobe will be screened with shrubs. The storage space and re-
strooms will be upgraded and possibly enlarged.

VALLEJO ADOBE The existing water tower base will be stabilized and a replace-
ment water tank added. The second, high water tower and tank 
will be reconstructed based on available historic documents. 
The base of the new structure will be enclosed to create a one 
or two story of  ce or storage facility for the City. This iconic ele-
ment could afford views from the top overlooking the park and 
environs. 

WATER TOWERS

The historic orchard in the southeast corner of the site will be 
expanded and will provide a buffer between more active park 
uses and the adjacent residences. 

The California Nursery Archive Building (previously known as 
the ROP Building) will be converted to an archive for historic 
material and will be temperature controlled. A deck and
veranda will be built on three sides. The space east of the 
building will provide a venue for small events like lectures or 
a gathering place for garden tours. A historic relocated bunk-
house may be brought to the park and integrated into the plan.

HISTORIC ORCHARD & CALIFORNIA 
NURSERY ARCHIVE BUILDING

The city may acquire this property in the future and incorpo-
rate it into the park. The house and property will be used to 
interpret the Roeding Family history in relation to the California 
Nursery, and for other park purposes. The property includes 
driveway access to Hillview Drive and a connection to the new 
parking.

ROEDING FAMILY HOME

Under a separate contract, Niles Boulevard and the intersec-
tion at Nursery Avenue will be improved. As part of that work, 
37 new, diagonal parking spaces will be created along the 
north property line of the park. These spaces are included in 
the 218 count needed for the park.

NILES BOULEVARD IMPROVEMENTS

Many of the park facilities are connected to an interpretive spine that follows the 
alignment of a major circulation road in the nursery. It will be anchored at one end 
by the President’s House and at the south with a plaza and metal trellis. Interpre-
tive material telling the history of the nursery and environs will be displayed at 
each end and all along the spine.  Another paved gathering area at the mid point 
features the two water tanks. Multiple pedestrian paths connect the other features 
in the park to the spine. 

ARBORETUM WAY - INTERPRETIVE PROGRAM

A gracefully curving path and vine-covered pergola will be built 
in the orchard. This 210-foot long structure with stone columns 
and stout metal trellis structure will be custom-crafted to re-
 ect the historic nursery and engage modern elements. Its 
sculptural form will be open – inviting visitors to walk into and 
through the orchard - the trees and structure woven together. 
A 90-foot long seat-height stone wall will anchor the terminus 
of the structure creating another special place within the park 
where small groups may gather. Also, a 35-foot diameter paved 
circle of stone, located beneath the canopy of mature trees, 
can be used for weddings or larger group activities.

ORCHARD PERGOLA

NILES BOULEVARD

N
U

R
SE

R
Y 

AV
EN

U
E

An open tree-studded meadow is shown between the Packing 
Shed and historic orchard in the southeast corner of the park. 
This is a  exible space that could be used for informal gather-
ings associated with other park activities, or for the community 
garden.
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